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BERKSHIRE VALLEY HEADQUARTERS
SIGNALS SECTION AT BERKSHIRE
VALLEY CAMP, MOORA, WA, 19421943 by David McDonald, son of
NX30633 Sgt RW (Bob) McDonald,
Signals Section.
The Regiment returned from the Middle
East in March 1942, disembarking in
Adelaide. The following month
Regimental Headquarters (RHQ) plus 7
& 8 Batteries travelled by train to Perth,
while 9 Battery moved to Queensland
for jungle training prior to deployment
to Port Moresby and thence Milne Bay.
Having reached Perth, two troops of 7
Battery covered the RAAF Base at Pearce
and the third troop was at Leighton. 8
Battery had two troops protecting the
Fremantle Harbour area, while its third
troop was protecting the Crawley Bay
Catalina flying boat base. RHQ was
situated at Guildford. By mid 1943, 7
and 8 Batteries plus other sub-units
were providing AA defence further
north in WA, at Geraldton, Onslow
and Exmouth Gulf.
On arrival at Perth in April 1942 Signals
Section was at full strength, with one
officer and 39 other ranks (O/Rs).
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It moved into quarters at 93 North Road,
Bassendean, an eight-roomed house on
the bank of the Swan River, with three
sheds on four acres of land. RHQ was at
39 Market Street, Guildford, on the
opposite side of the river. Signals Section
was providing communications at the
Pearce and Dunreath landing grounds in
the Perth area, and at the US Catalina
flying boat bases at Crawley on the north
bank of the Swan River and Applecross on
the South bank.
In early October 1942, RHQ, including
Signals Section, moved by truck to
Berkshire Valley Camp, 19 km east of
Moora and approximately 200 km north
of Perth, and was based there until the
Regiment was disbanded on 12 July 1943.
(The pronunciation of ‘Moora’ rhymes
with ‘flora’.) Upon disbandment of the
Regiment, Signals Section travelled to
Fremantle and was attached to 109 Lt AA
Regt, and subsequently to 102 Composite
AA Regt, providing communications
support to guns at the Crawley seaplane
base and the Geraldton, Pearce, Guilford
and Corunna Downs (near Marble Bar)
airfields.

In January 2011 I had an opportunity of
visiting the Moora district. It is a very
pleasant farming area, though
experiencing difficult times at present
owing to the extended drought across
south-western Western Australia. It is
reported that, during 1942, there were
some 30,000 Australian servicemen
camped in the Moora district, including
Signals Section and other components
of the Regiment’s Headquarters at
Berkshire Valley Camp.
(Continued on Page 8)

“Wounded” Association Research Officer
David McDonald shows the way to RHQ.
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President’s Report
This time last year we noted two
important anniversaries for the 2/3rd –
2010 represented the 70th anniversary
of the formation of the regiment in July
1940 and the 65th anniversary of the
Unit Association, which was formed in
July 1945.
2011 is significant for a further
important anniversary in the proud
history of the regiment. This year marks
the 70th anniversary of the Crete,
Tobruk and Western Desert battles
involving batteries of the 2/3rd. An
extract from ‘On Target’ provides a
snapshot of the record in these theatres
of operation.
“On 1st August 1941, the first
anniversary of the formation of the 2/3rd
L.A.A Regiment, Colonel Rhoden, in a
letter, marked the occasion by
complementing all concerned on their
efforts and record, summarising as
follows:
7th Battery – Achievements: Action in
Crete as static Battery. Bofors guns.
Credited with 62 planes in six weeks.
Loss in personnel, approximately 200.
8th Battery – Achievements: Action in
Tobruk for six months. All types of
captured guns. Credited with 30 planes.
Loss in personnel, approximately 50.
9th Battery – Achievements: Action in
Western Desert for three months as
mobile Bofors unit. Credited with 9
planes. Loss in personnel, 1 killed.”
Unfortunately
the
Greece/Crete
campaign has long been the subject of
some controversy owing to the fact
that it was never recognised by the
Australian
Government
with
a
dedicated campaign medal. However
there is growing pressure to have this
situation righted. Dr Maria Hill author
of the book Diggers and Greeks has
established a petition at the book’s
website with the aim of pushing the
Government to retrospectively create
such a medal. This would be most
appropriate in 2011, the 70th
anniversary of the campaign.
For further information, see page 16
of ‘Take Post’ and ‘News & Events’ on
the Association website.
Whilst on controversial issues most
members have received notification
from the Association or seen in the
media the changes proposed to this
year’s Anzac Day March.
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In essence the changes would see all
WW2 veterans riding in vehicles, unit
banners grouped together and
descendants marching at the rear as a
separate group. This would only apply
to the Melbourne March.
At its February meeting the committee
moved that a submission be put to the
Victorian RSL stating our objections to
several of the contentious proposals,
namely the grouping of banners and
the separation of descendants and
requesting a period of consultation with
associations with no change for 2011.
The response was quick and
unambiguous – the changes as
proposed would apply to this year’s
March and are ‘non-negotiable’. It was
also pointed out that a similar decision
was taken in 1980 with respect to WW1
veterans.
Clearly in the light of this ‘directive’
individual veterans and descendants
will have to consider their own attitude
to participation in this year’s march and
in all likelihood, future marches.
On a positive note there is good news
concerning the 2/3rd commemorative
tree and plaque. At the last AGM I
reported that over 100 trees were being
removed from the Shrine grounds and
being replaced with 200 more drought
tolerant species. One of the trees and
plaques removed was ours.
On a recent visit I was pleased to see
we have a new tree and our plaque is
back in place. The location is on the
lower slope near St.Kilda Road between
Park and Dorcas Streets and opposite
tram stop 19.
The creation of our own 2/3rd website
was the big news at last year’s AGM.
Despite the best intentions it has been
a somewhat difficult gestation period
but thanks to the wonderful efforts of
our resident website midwives
Secretary Colin Bragg and Research
Officer David McDonald we can proudly
announce the arrival of a very healthy
and good looking website
(www.antiaircraft.org.au). On behalf of
the Association and the wider 2/3rd
family I congratulate Colin and David
for a first class effort and a great result.
In addition to his very full portfolio as
Secretary, Colin went ‘back to school’
during the year - first learning the

mysteries of website design and
maintenance and then followed this up
with a crash course in desktop
publishing in order to produce this
year’s Take Post. The results speak for
themselves – like all that Colin does totally professional.
Another aim of the Association has
been to have our book ‘On Target’
digitised in order to preserve the
regiment’s history and to expose it to a
wider audience. The cost to digitise a
book of 347 pages was always going to
be expensive, potentially running to
thousands of dollars. Enter David
McDonald., his excellent contacts and a
generous offer from datacomIT to do
the job as a community service. ‘On
Target’ has now been digitised and is in
the process of being uploaded to our
website.
Whilst Colin and David have been
driving forces behind the web site, I
must thank the other members of the
committee for their involvement and
contributions during the year – Vice
President Matthew Heddle, Treasurer
Ann Bragg, Anne Rae and Graeme
Heddle. It is great group – enthusiastic
and committed to the 2/3rd cause. As
President I’m rather like the bulldog on
the radiator grill of a Mack truck – it
might be at the front, but the serious
power and grunt is behind it.
In conclusion, and on behalf of the
Committee, my thanks go to the old
2nd/3rd ’boys’ for their continuing
support and valuable input. From that
initial meeting of 13 descendants back
in 2007, to flag the possible
establishment
of
a
‘Younger
Generations’ group to continue the
work of the Association, to 2011 with a
membership of 90 and growing – you
can be satisfied that your decision to
form such a group was a good one. To
quote John Lennon at the end of the
Beatles’ last live performance ‘ I’d like
to
say
thank
you and
on behalf
of
the
group we
hope
we’ve
passed
the
audition’.
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From the Secretary’s Desk
Another year has flown by and once
again my attention turns to the AGM,
the annual reunion arrangements, the
ANZAC Day March, the production of
“Take Post” and wondering what I have
for the Secretary’s Report. It turns out I
have plenty!

2nd / 3rd Web Site
Over the past six months, the web site
has been re-organised and significant
development of the site has taken
place. In the process, yours truly and
David McDonald have come to grips
with a foreign language called the
Joomla Content Management System,
which enables us (i.e. David and myself)
to undertake any ongoing maintenance
of the web site.
Uploading the over 700 photographs
and documents collected from former
members, loading the Power Point
presentation prepared by Anne Rae for
last year’s AGM onto the web site, and
digitization of the Regiment’s history
‘On Target’ are works in progress,
which will be available on the web site
in the near future.

Remembrance Group
The Remembrance Group continues to
grow and currently numbers 89
members, of whom about 50 attended
the 2010 AGM and reunion - a truly
satisfying state of affairs. I know the
Committee is mightily pleased and I am
sure the former Committee and original
members are equally delighted.
Please remember to advise me of
changes to your address, email and
phone numbers so we can keep in touch
with you.

Take Post
During the year, your Secretary also
had to get up close and personal with
Microsoft Publisher (the desk top
publishing software used to produce
‘Take Post’). Because of the volume of
material available (even heavily edited),
this year’s edition of ‘Take Post’ has
been increased to 16 pages.
We had sufficient material for a 20 page
issue of ‘Take Post’, and I was obliged
to use the Editor’s “green pencil”.
Full versions of edited articles are
accessible on our web site.
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Sentry’s Log
62 members, including 9 originals,
attended the AGM and Reunion. The
originals were Jack Berkley (8), Ron
Bryant (8), John Campbell (8), Roy East
(7), Ray Everlyn (9), John Hepworth (8),
John Marshall (7), Cec Rae (9) and
Malcolm Webster (7).
If Dave Thomson (9) hadn’t had health
issues and if Frank Hands (8) hadn’t
forgotten, we would have had 11
originals.
Sadly, both Roy East and Malcolm
Webster passed away in July.
Late in 2009 Roy had made a very
generous donation to the Association and
signed up his grandson as a member of
the Remembrance Group.
Whilst not able to attend Roy’s funeral
held at the Glen Waverley Police
Academy, I attended Malcolm Webster’s
funeral with Malcolm and Graeme
Wrigglesworth (whose father Bill fought
alongside Malcolm with the Italian
partisans following their escape from an
Italian P.O.W. camp).

Benghazi, Gaza and Tel Aviv as well as
extracts from his father’s diaries.
John Fryer, son of Keith Fryer (8th)
provided a copy of the fourth and final
publication of “ACK-ACK” produced in
August, 1945. Only four issues of this
publication, produced by the 2nd AntiAircraft Regiment (Heavy) and
containing news, anecdotes, humour
and sports items contributed by
soldiers of the Regiment, were printed.
I also received a letter from Mary
Woodfield, daughter of Ken Elder
(RHQ), saying how much her family
were interested in seeing a photo of
Ken on the back page of the 2010 Take
Post. Thank you Mary—when we have
finished uploading the ‘Personnel’
photos, many of our 2nd/3rd family will
be featured.
Betty Spiller, widow of Arthur Spiller
(RHQ) wrote advising that Arthur had
died in May 2009, and that he had not
been included on our Vale list – sincere
apologies Betty – we have included
Arthur’s name on this year’s Vale list.

Approximately 40 marched on ANZAC
Day, with John Hepworth and Alan
Rundle taking advantage of the RSL
provided jeep.

I spent several hours with Dianne
Schubert, daughter of Ern Cope (8th)
scanning photographs, documents and
memorabilia from her father’s war
album – thank you Dianne.

During the past year, I received many
calls, letters and emails from members
either seeking or providing information,
offering photos and documents or just
ringing up for a chat. For example:

Letters welcoming new Remembrance
Group members were sent to Ian and
Phillip Brown, sons of Lawrie Brown
(8th) and Trevor Smith, son of Laurie
Smith (8th).

Alf Sutherland (7th) wrote requesting
information about a fellow soldier named
‘Gates’ (see Alf’s letter on page 5 of this
issue). I was unable to help Alf. Whilst
there are two ‘Bates’ on the Regiment
Rolls, there are no ‘Gates’ – perhaps
someone else can help Alf?

Cec Rae (9th) advised me that Wally
Webb (9th), a member of his gun crew
had passed away – Cec is now the last
surviving member of his gun crew.

Alf also made a generation donation to
the Association, as did Foster Crooke, son
of JD Crooke (9th), Graeme Guy, son of
WH Guy (9th), Esme Curtis, widow of Ron
“Killer” Curtis (9th) and Daniel Wanders,
grandson of Alan Young—thank you to
all who have made donations to the
Association, as they do help us to defray
the costs of producing Take Post and to
subsidise the AGM / Reunion costs.

Similarly, Terry Gleeson advised that
Frank Wallis (Signals) had passed
away apparently leaving Terry as the
sole surviving member of Signals
Section. (Continued on Page 6)

Eric Maxwell, son of Vern Maxwell (8th),
sent me photographs taken in Tobruk,
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2nd / 3rd Remembrance Group
The Remembrance Group, comprised of direct descendants of
original members, was formally established in 2008 and
currently has almost 90 members.
If you are the son or daughter of an original member and/or
have children who would like to participate in the activities of
the Remembrance Group, please contact Colin Bragg,
Honorary Secretary on 03 9592 1642 or 0419 887 820 or send
us a message through the “Contact Us” section of the
Association’s web site.
It is not an onerous role and currently costs only $20.00 per
year to participate. Your support is important if the men and
the deeds of the 2nd/3rd are to continue to be remembered and
promoted into the future.

We Will Remember Them
It is with sincere regret that we report the passing of these
former comrades:

VALE

BATTERY

Arthur Spiller*
Roy East
Malcolm Webster
Wally Webb
Thom Baker-Williams
Frank Wallis
Cyril Kaighin
John Cassidy
John Allison

RHQ*
7
7
9
7
Signals
7
9
9

* Omitted from the 2010 Vale List

They shall grow not old,
As we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them,
Nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun,
And in the morning,
We will remember them.

Lest we forget!

2nd /3rd Australian Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Association
Take Post is published by the 2nd/3rd
Australian Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
Association for the benefit of members
and friends of the Association.

The 2nd / 3rd Australian Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Association is an
unincorporated Association managed by a voluntary Committee of Management.

The 2nd / 3rd Australian Light AntiAircraft Regiment was raised in
Melbourne in 1940 and served with
distinction in World War II, with Battle
Honours from Crete, Tobruk,
the
Western Desert, Syria, Port Moresby,
Milne Bay, Lae, Buna and Borneo. The
Regiment experienced a high number
of battle casualties through deaths,
wounded and prisoners of war.

www.antiaircraft.org.au

The Regiment Association was formed
in 1945 and has been active in
commemorating and celebrating the
history of the 2nd / 3rd ever since.
In 2008, the Remembrance Group was
formed to provide for the future
carriage of the Association for the
descendants of the 1,935 original
members of the Regiment.
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Can anyone help Alf?
I received a letter from Alf Sutherland
some months ago asking for help in
identifying a reinforcement he thought
had the surname of’ ‘Gates’. A check of
our rolls was unable to locate a ‘Gates’,
although there are two ‘Bates’ on the
rolls. Can anyone help Alf?
Alf Sutherland
Glenloth
368 Lindsay Road
Staghorn Flat, Vic, 3691
Dear Colin,
I have a slight problem which I doubt
can be solved at this late stage; enquiries may stir someone’s memory. Our
crew under Bill Jamieson were on the
fort at Heraklion (Crete) when No. 3
gun on the drome lost 1 killed in action
and 3 seriously wounded; we swapped
guns to give them some respite leaving
2 of our crew behind as they hadn’t
used that gun previously (a 2lb belt fed
Vickers).
We got 1 reo (reinforcement) to replace
Taka and Cowboy Calvert – I have often wondered what happened to him
(reo) after we boarded the destroyer
Hereward – I have always thought of
his name as Gates but have no proof as
there is no such name on the nominal
roll (Stand To (On Target)) – he was a
reo and was only with us for a matter
of days – Cyril Kaighin, the only other
member of the crew alive also can’t
remember his name. [Cyril passed
away on 11 November 2010].
HQ was based in Heraklion – if their
records exist, it may be possible there
is some mention of this addition – remote!! – possibly more so that any other 3rd alive would remember him unless
he got off on to a cruiser as did Toby
Maher.
I had a rifle (scrounged) and a German
tommy gun – the order came “all up on
deck” (to off load onto a cruiser) – I said
to Toby “you take the tommy gun, I’ll
get a drink at the top and catch up;
mission accomplished, I strolled topside – a loud voice said no more – go
below – Toby got off and handed in MY
machine pistol.

HMS Hereward - sunk by German dive bombers during the evacuation of Crete.

Second World War Official
Histories online
The following item was contributed by
the Association’s Research Officer, David
McDonald. If you wish to browse the
official history, you may do so simply by
visiting the site via the web link included
in the article.
The official history of Australia’s
involvement in the Second World War
was published by the Australian War
Memorial in 22 volumes, written by 14
authors, over a 25-year period between
1952 and 1977. Most volumes are in the
range of 600 to 800 pages and are very
substantial books! They are expensive,
too. For example, the Tobruk and El
Alamein volume is currently selling for
over $100.
Modern digital technology, however,
has made the full contents of these
volumes available to readers online, free
of charge. This is a wonderful service
provided to us by the Australian War
Memorial.
Visit the Internet site:
http://www.awm.gov.au/histories/
second_world_war



Volume II – Greece, Crete and
Syria (1st edition, 1953)



Volume III – Tobruk and El
Alamein (1st edition, 1966)



Volume IV – The Japanese Thrust
(1st edition, 1957)



Volume V – South–West Pacific
Area – First Year: Kokoda to Wau
(1st edition, 1959)



Volume VI – The New Guinea
Offensives (1st edition, 1961)



Volume VII – The Final Campaigns
(1st edition, 1963)

The WW2 histories of the Royal
Australian Navy, the Royal Australian
Air Force, and the civil and medical
contributions, are all documented in
full in other volumes available at that
web site.
Our Association commends the
Australian Government, and through it
the Australian War Memorial, for
making these wonderful resources
available to everyone who has Internet
access. And that is all of us. If you do
not have Internet access at home, you
have it at your local public library!

and you will see what is available in the
series most relevant to the service of the
2nd / 3rd Australian Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment: Australia in the War of 1939–
1945, Series 1-Army.

Such is life!!
Its contents are as follows:
Kind regards Alf

Take Post April 2011



Volume I – To Benghazi (1961
reprint)
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Sentry’s Log (continued from Page
3)
Ray Everlyn (9th) contacted me to
advise his change of address after
living at the same address in
Spotswood for over 60 years.
Dave Thomson (9th) rang to say he
had had a pretty tough year, but
reckons he will be O.K. to attend the
2011 Reunion and the March. I
subsequently met Dave during which
meeting he presented me with a copy
of the Australian Military Forces ‘Army
Cooking Manual 1944’ which he used
during his years as a cook with the 9th
Battery – Dave’s story and an example
of the culinary delights from the cook
book are included in this issue of ‘Take
Post’ — just remember to divide the
ingredients by 100 for single serves!!
Dave also presented me with the flag
which flew over 7 Battery HQ on Crete
in 1941, which is now in the safe
keeping of Vice President Matthew
Heddle.
Russell Luckock, son of Charles
Luckock (9th) and nephew of Griff
Weatherly (9th) provided a copy of a
History paper relating to the
experiences of the 2nd/4th Light AntiAircraft Regiment at El Alamein in
1942 he had prepared as part of a
University project. A heavily edited
extract of his paper is included in this
edition of Take Post and the complete
paper is accessible on the web site.
Even though the paper does not relate
directly to the 2nd / 3rd, Russell
comments that “the desert was the
same for all”
During the year I have also exchanged
correspondence with Australian War
Memorial Research Officers, relating
to the special 1941 anniversary
exhibition at the AWM featuring the
mobile Breda guns used so effectively
by 8 Battery under the command of
Major Phillip Stokes. I am very
appreciative of the assistance provided
by Dr. Karl James of the Military
History Section of the AWM.
The story of Roly Tonkin (7th) in this
issue of Take Post was also researched
and produced by an AWM staff
member. I would like to record my
thanks to Dan McGlinchey, Assistant
Curator, Military Heraldry and
Technology, AWM, for providing
permission to print the Roly Tonkin
“Undercover POW” story.
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Dave Humphreys (7) emailed me offering
access to his photographs which I have yet
to take up – in the words of President
Lynton Rose “They’re not bad—firing off
Bofors shells at age 20 and firing off emails
at age 90.”

The book comprises three sections:
 The war in Europe and in the
Middle East,
 The war in the Pacific , and
 The war in Australia

I continue to engage with the “old guard”
of Ron Bryant, Cec Rae, John Hepworth
and John Campbell and know I can turn to
them if I need any information or
clarification about people, events or
processes.

The book records detailed interviews
with the men and women who
participated in WWII. Interviewees
include former combatants who served
overseas on active service, wives and
children of the men fighting overseas,
inmates of interment camps, women
who served in the Australian Women’s
Army Service (AWAS) and the
Australian Women’s Land Army
(AWLA).

Whilst the number of surviving original
members of the Regiment is dwindling, the
number
of
‘Remembrance
Group’
members is increasing, and the date of
going to press, numbers 89.
We are always grateful to receive
information about former Regiment
members, be it anecdotes, stories, extracts
of
diaries
and/or
letters
and/or
photographs that individual families may
know of and which we could use in future
issues of “Take Post”, or simply to expand
the photographic and document collection
already on the web site.

Book Reviews
Reviews of books relating to the WWII conflict were a regular feature of ‘Take Post’ in
previous years—especially those written by
former members of the Regiment or about
the role of anti-aircraft units. Coincidentally,
both David McDonald and yours truly have
read two such books in recent weeks.
Blood, Sweat & Tears: Australia’s WWII
remembered by the men and women who
lived it, by Margaret Geddes. Published
2004, by the Penguin Group Australia,
Camberwell, Vic. ISBN 0 670 04089 4.
Reviewed by Colin Bragg

Compiled from interviews conducted over
several years, Blood, Sweat & Tears, a large
book of some 500 pages plus photographs,
brings together the first hand accounts of
75 ordinary Australians who did extraordinary things during WWII.

Some of the interviews are with people
who were children during the war and
they tell of the impact that the war had
on them – particularly poignant are the
interviews with now grown up children
who lost their fathers during the war.
What strikes the reader is the almost
“matter of factness” with which many
of the interviewees accepted the
likelihood that there was a high
probability they would be killed –
especially those flying fighter aircraft or
crewing bombers.
Also striking is the almost seamless
transition of women into the work force
to take the place of servicemen on
active service, either at home or
overseas.
The book contains two very candid
interviews with our own late Malcolm
Webster (pp26 – 32, 128 – 138)
The book also includes interviews with:
 Ron Barassi Jnr., whose father was
killed at Tobruk,
 Nancy Wake who worked with the
French Resistance and whose
husband was killed by the Gestapo,
 Peter Isaacson who flew Lancaster
bombers and was a member of the
famous Pathfinders,
 Victoria Cross winner, Ted Kenna,
 Former Herald Sun journalist Denis
Warner,
 Bill Rudd, an escapee from PG 106
Vercelli in Italy and
 Dr Peter Hendry, imprisoned by the
Japanese when Singapore fell.
Editor’s note: Two of Margaret Geddes’
uncles, Stan Burke, 2/10th Field
Company, RAE and John Burke, 42 Aust.
Landing Craft Co., RAE, were killed
during the war.
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Cafarella, A 1998, Corunna Downs the
invisible WW2 airfield, A. Cafarella,
Hawker, S. Aust.
Reviewed by David McDonald.
A highly personal, quirky, account of a
RAAF serviceman's time at Corunna
Downs near Marble Bar during WW2.
Although elements of the Regiment
(after disbandment) were based there,
defending the airstrip and providing
communications in various parts of NW
WA from January to October 1944, the
Regiment is not mentioned by name.
Nonetheless, Cafarella provides
anecdotes that help the reader to
understand the lifestyle, and
privations, under which the servicemen
operated. Note that Marble Bar is the
hottest locality in Australia, and our
men were there during summer!
The book includes a story of a very
unpopular base Commanding Officer
named Jolly. His unpopularity was
derived, in part, from having charged
two men for playing two-up. The
author writes 'On an ironstone ridge
overlooking the landing strips the army
had a Bofors gun emplacement for
protection in case of enemy attack.
From the time of the court marshal, if
one happened to look towards the top
of the ridge and the Bofors gun was
pointing in a downhill direction and
moving slowly, one would know that
Jolly was heading to Marble Bar on one
of his jaunts in his jeep' (p. 4-5)!

Dave Thompson— Banner
Keeper (Retired)

the Battle of the Coral Sea), and then
from Townsville to Charters Towers.
On the 22nd of May 1942, Dave arrived
at Port Morseby, and from there was
transferred to Oro Bay (near Buna). This
last move occurred after the Battle of
Milne Bay. During the day, Dave was a
Despatch Rider, but he volunteered to
take barges of supplies from Oro Bay to
Buna after dark.
After Oro Bay, Dave was transferred to
Dobbajura, an American airbase for B25
bombers, where he continued his
Despatch Rider duties.
In August 1943, Dave was transferred
back to Port Morseby and subsequently
was granted 21 days leave in
Melbourne. By this time, the 2/17 had
become an airborne unit.
After his leave, Dave was transferred to
9 Battery, 2/3 Lt A-A at Lae. Dave’s
brother also joined 9 Battery at Lae,
after being transferred from another
Anti-Aircraft Battery.
Dave officially joined 9 Battery as a
Predictor operator (there was a
vacancy), but he became a cook (even
though there was no vacancy).
(Dave indicated the Predictors were
rarely used (requiring up to 4 people to
operate), were not considered reliable,
and were mainly used as lights in the
tents!)
Both Predictor operators and cooks
were paid 8 shillings (80 cents) a day,
which was 2 shillings (20 cents a day)
more than the regular troops.
When the war ended, Dave was at
Borneo, although HQ was at Labuan.
The Troop was ultimately transferred to
Labuan from where Dave was
scheduled to go to New Hollandia.
He lodged a successful objection to this
transfer and was instead transferred to
the Heavy Wireless Unit at Moratai as a
cook.

Dave joined the AIF on 12 December
1941, and undertook his basic training
at Puckapunyal. In February 1942, he
was transferred to Sydney and from
there to Sandgate in northern NSW
where he became a member of the
2/17.
In April 1942 his unit was transferred
from Newcastle to Townsville (during
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He arrived back in Australia on 28
February 1946 and was stationed at
Watsonia and Attwood until he was
formally discharged from the Army in
September 1946.
Between 1946 and 1950 Dave worked
“on the trams” and from 1950 until his
“retirement” in 1982 was involved in the
transport sector. At one stage Dave was
carting wool from the wool store where
his good friend Harry Goodwin (9
Battery) worked.

Sadly, Dave’s wife of some 60 years
passed away in 2007, and the last
twelve months have been particularly
challenging for him. He told me he was
determined to attend the 2011 Reunion
and the ANZAC Day March (in a jeep).
Dave was a member of the Association
Committee for many years, and was the
‘Keeper of the Banner’ from 1959 to
2009.
He still remembers the names of all the
cooks in 9 Battery. They were:
HQ

Keith Coldrey
Fred Bythal

D Troop

Darky Harris
Geoff Ritchie
Arthur Hamson
Charlie Williams
Frank Leaman (a friend of
Griff Weatherly)
Dave Thomson

Dave recently visited my home and
passed over the flag that flew over 7
Battery HQ on Crete, an Australian flag,
his copy of ‘On Target’ and Keith
Coldrey’s Army issued “Army Cooking
Manual’.
Each recipe in the Army Cooking Manual
contains sufficient quantities of
ingredients to serve 100 men. Samples
from the Cook Book are provided below:
Toad In The Hole
Ingredients: 30 lbs sausages, Yorkshire
Pudding mixture with baking powder in
mixing.
Method: Place sausages in boiling
water for 10 minutes. Remove and place
in greased baking dish. Pour batter over
sausages and bake in moderate oven to
golden brown. Cut in pieces and serve
with brown gravy.
Bacon and Potato Rolls (Breakfast)
Ingredients: 9 lbs bacon, 20 lbs
potatoes, 6 lbs flour, 6 ozs baking
powder, 4 lbs onions, 4 ozs salt, 1 oz
pepper.
Method: Cut rind off bacon, mince
bacon and onions, mash potatoes, sieve
flour and baking powder. Mix all
ingredients together to a cake
consistency and fry in deep fat.
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SIGNALS SECTION AT BERKSHIRE
VALLEY CAMP, MOORA, WA, 19421943 (Continued from Page 1)
In the area are many signposts
indicating the location of the various
camps and advising which units were at
which particular camps.
In the photograph we can clearly see
the sign pointing to Berkshire Valley
Camp, i.e. ‘Military Campsite 26’. Less
legible is the sign in a sheep yard just
inside the Berkshire Valley property
that reads ‘HQ. 2/3 A/A. REGT’. This is
where RHQ was based.
The property, now known as the
Berkshire Valley Folk Museum, is listed
on the Register of the National Estate
and is classified by the National Trust
of Australia (WA). It has a fascinating
history, having been built as ‘…an
attempt in the middle of the
nineteenth century in the dry wheat
lands of Western Australia to
reproduce a Berkshire farm complex
down to the finest detail…The builder,
James Clinch, was himself a poor
Berkshire farm hand who had made
good in Western Australia and who,
obviously since childhood, had
harboured deep desires to own the kind
of farm that he had only ever worked
on’
(source: http://tinyurl.com/4outyuq).
NX58765 Signalman Terry Gleeson,
recalls his nine months based at the
Berkshire Valley Camp.
It is hard to imagine there was both an
infantry and an armoured division in
Moora all primed up and ready to repel
the Japanese landing at Jurien Bay on
the WA coast. At Berkshire Valley we
were ready for the Japanese, we had
rifles but the ammo had been mislaid!
Who planned all this, it was a total
waste.
At Berkshire Valley I was a Linesman
and we had many calls to various
camps to repair cables that had been
damaged and restoring
communication. We were trained in
unarmed combat and were well trained
in that department. Cricket was the
popular sport and our team was
unbeatable wherever we played. One
day we played a team from NSW, all
soldiers. They beat us which we
couldn’t believe. I think it was the next
day at a camp between ours and Moora
a mortar bomb exploded prematurely
killing some of the soldiers we had
played.
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Terry Gleeson is the young man sitting at the front of the group. Sergeant RW (Bob)
McDonald is directly behind Terry’s right shoulder and Reg Farrant is kneeling, second
from left.
The funeral service was the saddest
occasion, hardened soldiers crying their
eyes out and consoling each other. A
memorial to them is erected just
outside Moora.
I visited Berkshire Valley with my family
many years ago to find it was the same
as when I left in 1943. The barn where
the O/R’s slept was still intact. A few
years ago I saw an advertisement about
Berkshire Valley being available for
various functions. I was intending to
visit Perth & Berkshire Valley so I rang
the number and asked would I be
allowed to visit.
The lady made me most welcome and I
gave further details of when my wife
and I were expected to arrive. We duly
arrived and were shocked at the
appearance of the barn, which had been
badly damaged by an earth tremor. I
just wanted to wander around and lose
myself in memories. I wanted to look at
the old cricket pitch and 800 metres
athletic track built by another of the
2/3rd Sigs, Reg Farrant. I was rudely
disturbed when a number of cars
containing town dignitaries arrived.
They had put on a dinner for my wife
and me! My signature is in the old guest
book.
The O/R’s slept in the barn, the NCOs
and officers slept in the main building.
They had their own cook and meal
room. We had two cooks, Jack Harris
and another chap. An O/R had to be
rostered every day to help Jack.
He was difficult to work with and
everyday there was trouble. I
volunteered to work every day until a

cook could be found, so I was a
temporary cook.
Jack was the greatest man I have
known.
After the threat of a Japanese Invasion
died down the Camp fell apart. Some of
our soldiers, the Victorians, were
farmers, and helped the local farmers.
They often stayed overnight, there
were no roll calls. Leave was freely
available to Perth, we all had friends
there, three Sigs married Perth girls.
Sig. Frank Wallis married a nurse, Frank
died recently.
I spent my school holidays on a dairy
farm at Dungog, so I was experienced
at milking. Every morning I would drive
to a small dairy and help with the
milking. I would bring fresh milk back to
Berkshire Valley. No refrigerators in
those days! There would only be about
10 O/R’s in the camp on average. We
just wandered around, it was absolute
boredom.
At this time the Unit broke up and I was
at a Signals School at Fremantle. After I
finished the course in 1943, I went by
rail and convoy to Corunna Downs,
Marble Bar, an American Heavy
Bomber Base (see my article in Take
Post, April 1997: ‘War time memories of
Marble Bar’), then to Noonkanbah, and
then to Morotai and Labuan Islands.
I was discharged on 22 January 1946
and a few days later, on the Sydney
Cricket Ground, I won the NSW State
880 yards Championship!

Take Post April 2011

Editor’s note: Previously printed in the
1994 edition of Take Post, this ode was
written by Terry Hearn after four months
of the Siege of Tobruk.

At last the race was over
Tobruk was now in sight
We knew this would be the Place
To stand and make a fight.

The Retreat Of Stokes’
Travelling Circus (8th Bty)

Well we've held here for four months
It’s been a little hell
But I know that old Proverb
There's some worse off than self.

I suppose you’ve heard of S.T.C.
The battery with the fame
Of bringing down with Breda guns
Two score of German planes.
We were stationed at Benghasi
When the word was passed around
That Fritz had broken through our lines
And was advancing on the town.
The Major was in a panic
Or maybe just a trance
Sent our guns out to the crossroads
To stop the Fritz advance.

You can talk about your Dunkirks
Narviks, Greece and Crete
We’ve played our part and played it well
Here in the Middle East.
The British flag still flies high
From the Libyan town we took
No need for me to name the place
You should know TOBRUK.

The day was uneventful
The night was much the same
We never saw a Jerry tank
And never saw a plane.

The S.T.C. had just settled down
When things began to happen
A Messerschmitt with throttle wide
Saw our boys and started strafing.

Once again we had to move
With enemy on our flanks
And Edward troop was in the soup
Engaging enemy tanks.
All night we had to travel
I won't forget that ride
For seventeen hours we raced along
To save our bloody hide.
We never stopped at Derna
At Gazala for a while
The retreat was being carried out
In dinkum British Style.
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Therein the Fortress drear
Which he wouldn't vacate
The rats began to stir
The British Rats are slow to haste
Rat-a-tat
Rat-a-tat
The Rats sat down to wait.

Crash went the big Ack Ack
Ker plunk went the Bofors Guns
And the little rats stood back
And spat at the hateful Huns
Rat-a-tat
Rat-a-tat
Spat lead at the hated Huns.

The next dawn found us on the move
This campaign is a farce
Two days without an action
Found us back at Barce.

We watched the plane with bated
breath
Our hearts were standing still
We saw the smoke belch from his tail
As he crashed into the Hill.

So the vultures flocked for the kill
And they dived on the hospital ships
And the hospital high on the hill
They blew the wards to bits
Whee - Cr..r..unsh
They blew sick men to bits.

Full gorged with easy game
The vultures flocked once more
“A Hundred plus" they came
And dived on the shattered shore
Eell- ow
Eeli- ow
They dived and rose no more.

The dawn broke very slowly
Our orders came at last
Go out with the infantry
And guard Regima Pass.

Our guns went into action
And the sky was full of lead
I think he may have got away
If he had not lost his head.

And he called to his birds of prey
Swoop low on the British Rats
They're afraid of the light of day
They live in caves like rats
Hee Haw - Hee Haw
They live in holes – the Rats.

8 Battery, 3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment’s unofficial unit marking during the
siege of Tobruk.
Extracted from the diary of Vern Maxwell, the following poem was "found "
and copied by one of the 8th Battery
members. “The old extract was lent to
me to take a copy. The actual copy is at
the end of the book. It was possibly written by one of the men in the port / wharf
area who took a pounding. The hospital
ship was in the port and the general hospital was in the near vicinity”.

A Reply To Lord Haw Haw
Rats of Tobruk.
'Good Morning Rats" the donkey
brayed
Rats at the end of your tether
I hear your nerves are somewhat frayed
Shall I snap them altogether?
Hee Haw – Hee Haw,
I'll snap them altogether.

The rats gave a grin to themselves
And they worked as they always done
Worked in the dark like elves
Unseen by anyone
The dock rats swarmed on the gallant
ships
And carried the cargoes away.
Food, Ammunition, tanks and guns
Safe hid by the break of day.
Safe hid and passed to the Desert Rats
Who guard the outer wire
(And what if we did pinch some of the
beer,
A Rat is worth his hire)
And the Desert Rat gnawed at his lines
by night
Creeping upon the Hun like ghosts
Till he screamed and broke in a panic
flight
And we took his hard pressed posts
In the grey little country over the seas
The Bulldog cocked his eye
Well done you rats of Tobruk said he
We hang on you and I.
By a Rat.

Page 9

The Attitudes and Experiences of the Soldiers of the Australian 2/4th Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment at El Alamein in 1942.
Editor’s note: I am extremely grateful to have the permission of Russell Luckock, son of Charles Luckock and nephew of Griff Weatherly, to print this extract of his paper. The following extract is, by necessity, a severely abridged extract of his meticulously researched 36
-page essay, embellished with many photographs and maps, for his University studies in 2008. Again, with Russell’s kind permission,
his full essay is accessible on our web site under ‘Take Post’, Full Versions Of Take Post Articles.
What was life like with the
sandstorms, the flies, the bully beef
and hard biscuits, as well as the Stuka
dive-bombers with their screamersirens, the Panzer tanks and the
deadly German 88s? What was it like
up against the determined Germans
and their less-committed Italian
partners? Their leader, General Erwin
Rommel, had earlier chased the Allies
all the way west to El Alamein
inflicting defeat after defeat and
further earning the respect of Allied
troops and a reputation for
invincibility.
However, General Bernhard
Montgomery, appointed by Churchill
to lead the Allied 8th Army in August,
1942, brought organisational skills,
military strategy, people management
and intensive training to the campaign
and these had an important influence
on the 9th Division and its 2/4 th Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment as well as the
future course of the war.
All of this was to have a profound
effect on the attitudes and
experiences of this small group of
Australian soldiers who just wanted to
finish the job and go home.
I am grateful to Harry Sauerberg, Alan
‘Bushy’ Read, Jack Berkley and Bill
Powell who served with my father,
Charles Luckock, in the 2/4th Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment at Alamein,
and to Fred Wells, President of the
2/4th Light Anti-Aircraft Association.
Also to remember Griff Weatherly
from their 2/3rd Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment years and Max Whiteside, of
that Regiment, DOW, Crete, May
1941.
Winston Churchill, British Prime
Minister, put it succinctly; “Before
Alamein we never had a victory. After
Alamein we never had a defeat”1.
Australian troops had been sent to the
Middle
East
after
Mussolini,
emboldened by the march of Hitler’s
war machine across Europe2, invaded
Abyssinia only to be rebuffed by
General Wavell’s Allied forces.
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A 2/4th LAA Bofors crew ready for action at El Alamein, 1942. 17
In order to help Mussolini, Hitler sent
General Erwin Rommel and the Africa
Korps troops into the flat, desolate
deserts of North Africa where the
Australian and New Zealand troops were
stationed - close to the region where their
ANZAC fathers had distinguished
themselves to the world a quarter of a
century earlier.

3. The Big Picture
Rommel had been given command of the
Afrika Korps3 by Hitler and sent to North
Africa in February, 1941, to support the
Italian army.
Over the next year, the Allied soldiers
were “well chased by Rommel”4 all the
way east to the small, isolated railway
siding in the Egyptian Desert at El
Alamein.

4. The Generals.
Churchill said the failure of Operation
‘Battleaxe’ “was to me a most bitter
blow” despite its small-scale nature5, as
he realised the Allies were out-gunned,
out-manoeuvred,
and out-led by
Rommel.
Meanwhile, Lieutenant-General Leslie
Morshead, a native of Ballarat and in
command of the Australian 9th Division,
was developing morale amongst his
troops. In return, they were developing
confidence in him, helped enormously by

dispatches
from
three
war
correspondents, including Kenneth
Slessor, when they publicised Lord
Haw Haw’s reference6 to “Ali Baba
Morshead and his 20 thousand thieves”
The troops accepted this nickname
with pride just as they had earlier
accepted the ‘Rats of Tobruk’ tag. 7
By October, Montgomery declared that
he was ready for Rommel in a
proclamation read to all troops.

The 2/4th Light AntiAircraft Regiment of the
9th Division.
So Rommel and Montgomery were
each given clear command of their
respective forces within three days of
each other, and their influence on the
life and times of the soldiers under
them was crucial. They could not
control the hamseen8 or the flies or the
scorpions or the sand, but they could
ameliorate the effects on the living
conditions
of
their
men
by
implementing
exceptional
organisational skills to procure their
basic needs of food, water and
somewhere to sleep.
The 2/4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
became part of that artillery when it
was raised in the Middle East to provide
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anti-aircraft protection for the 9th
Division. Of its three batteries the 10th
and 11th Batteries were formed by
transfers from the 2/1st and 2/2nd New
South Wales Anti-Aircraft Regiments.

not directly threatened, would lay down
their lives was the “deepest proof that
the allies would go on to win the war”.19
Diseases and conditions such as
diarrhoea, constipation, jaundice and
desert sores were a problem for both
sides, especially as the latter were
exacerbated by the flies, and any small
skin abrasion often became a problem.20
Hygiene was important for maintaining
battle-fit troops in the desert war. For the
Australian 2/4th LAA, water was
apparently in sufficient supply to the
troops according to the Regiment’s Field
Hygiene Section, for drinking, cooking
and ablutions. 21

8th Army now incorporated a mixed
group of British and Commonwealth
divisions [including] the 9th Australian
Division (Lieutenant-General Morshead).
The 2/4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
became part of that artillery when it was
raised in the Middle East to provide antiaircraft protection for the 9th Division.
Of its three batteries the 10th and 11th
Batteries were formed by transfers from
the 2/1st and 2/2nd New South Wales
The authorities, however, took a dim
Anti-Aircraft Regiments.
2th Battery was formed from the
Victorian 2/3rd Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, which had arrived in Haifa on
31 January, 19419 and whose 7th, 8th and
9th Batteries had already been serving
respectively in Crete, Tobruk and the
North African desert10 before being sent
back to Australia and thence Papua New
Guinea to face the Japanese advance11.

or by the planes diving down the sun’s
rays making them difficult to spot before
the bombs exploded or the gun position
was strafed.26 The guns were moved
where necessary in defence of infantry,
artillery and headquarters and the
attitude often was “you Bofors boys are
mad bastards!” as these other troops
were often dug in while the gun-sites
were more exposed.27 There were
occasions when a mate was killed leading
to reflection upon whether it was all
worthwhile.28
Difficult tasks also befell the Regiment as
when
camped
close
to
the
Mediterranean shore after the fall of
Crete and bodies were being washed up.
Alan ‘Bushy’ Read recalled in a 2000
Australian War Memorial archive that
when they buried these in the sand dunes
“you didn’t know whether they were
German or Australian or British or what”
By the end of October Allied air
superiority
was
apparent
thus
demonstrating the effectiveness of the
Anti-Aircraft gunners and the Air Force
pilots.

While these transfers to the newly
formed Regiment meant promotion for
some, many were “sorry to leave the old
gang”.12
This
had
necessitated
some
reorganisation into two Troops, A and B,
each comprising six 40mm Bofors antiaircraft guns in each of 10th, 11th and
12th Battery (Appendix B). July also
marked the new Regiment’s “baptism of
fire” when, for example, B Troop of 12
Battery had seen intense action during an
earlier battle near Alamein when they
were ordered to the base of Ruin Ridge
to provide anti-aircraft protection for 24
Infantry Brigade. Jack Berkley, the
sergeant in charge of a Bofors crew, was
sent forward 180 metres with two other
crews to a small knoll where artillery
“shells were raining down” and Jack
remembers thinking they had only “a
50:50 chance” of getting there.

Dawn on November 4 revealed an
entirely new realm for the soldiers;
Rommel’s army was withdrawing back
west. So 12th Battery moved forward
into an area previously held by the
Germans but now showing the
unpleasant
desolation
of
war’s
aftermath. Initially disappointed that
they could not follow after being chased
On leave in Syria, August 1941, Charles by Rommel for so long, 12th Battery was
Luckock whilst with the 2/3rd Light Anti- stood down from operational duties on
Aircraft Regiment. Photo by Alan Read. November 16. Eventually, the Division
was moved to Palestine and on
view of the cooking practice of pouring a December 22 the Australian 9th paraded
quantity of petrol into a hole in the sand before
their
General
Officer
and lighting this as a stove to heat water Commanding 8th Army at Gaza airport.
or food. The required alternative, using
The parade was a commemoration of
discarded food cans with the same
fallen comrades and, as historian Francis
mixture, was suggested to be less
wasteful of scarce petrol. When the guns West records, it was “a moment of high
were static in one location, a cookhouse emotion” after what these soldiers had
was set up and hot food taken around to been through. The mood was crystallised
the gun-sites. This provided amusement in GOC Sir Harold Alexander’s speech:
for Gunner Davis during a Stuka attack
6. The Soldiers
“The battle of Alamein has made history,
After twelve days of intense fighting at El when he popped his head over the
and you are in the proud position of
parapet to see the cook running with two having taken a major part in that great
Alamein, General Montgomery and his
British and Commonwealth troops finally dixies of stew leaking after being hit by
victory. Your reputation as fighters has
23
turned Rommel and his Axis forces in the shrapnel.
always been famous, but I do not believe
first decisive Allied victory of World War
you have ever fought with greater
‘Stuka Parades’24 came and went and, bravery or distinction than you did during
II. “One of his first acts on 4 November,
while the anti-aircraft gunners had earlier that battle, when you broke the German
with victory assured, was to go straight
to the headquarters of the 9th Australian marvelled at the bravery of the German and Italian armies in the Western Desert.
pilots diving into a hail of Bofors shells25, Now you have added fresh lustre to your
Division to thank General Morshead”18
this sentiment had dissipated when they already illustrious name...
since, to Montgomery, the fact that the
themselves were attacked at meal times
infantry of a Commonwealth country,
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Soldiers of the Australian 2/4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment at El Alamein in 1942. (con)
Your losses have been heavy indeed
and for that we are all greatly
distressed. But war is a hard and bloody
affair, and great victories cannot be
won without sacrifice……There is one
thought I shall cherish above all others under my command fought the 9th
Australian division”.

7. Conclusion.
Unlike their new enemy, the Germans
were considered to have ‘fought fair’
during the Battle of Alamein in the
Western Desert of North Africa.
Whether the Allied 8th Army soldiers
achieved the “fame and fortune they
surely deserve” is not known, but the
welcome home for the 9th Division in
Sydney Harbour was remembered by
the troops; the originals of whom had
been in the Middle East for two years
without home leave. The 9th Australian
Division had held out in the siege of
Tobruk, until it was relieved, and was
then sent to the Alamein line as part of
the Allied 8th Army to halt Rommel’s
advance towards the Suez Canal and
the oilfields beyond. The newly formed
2/4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
joined the 9th to provide anti-aircraft
protection and to guide the advancing
troops when the main battle opened on
the night of October 23, 1942.
While the attitudes and experiences of
the soldiers of the 2/4th Light AntiAircraft Regiment will vary individually,
there were common themes around the
sand and dust of their environment,
their domestic scene of cooking and
living under harsh desert conditions,
and with the constant threat of Stuka
attacks; always interspersed with
training, discipline and boredom. [The]
Australian soldiers were integral to this
first Allied success, as acknowledged by
Montgomery and Alexander, in getting
the job done.
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Griff Weatherly & Charles Luckock (2nd
& 3rd from left). Private photo.
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THE MOBILE BREDA—AKA “STOKES’
TRAVELLING CIRCUS”
Editor’s note: In March 2010, former
President Ron Bryant, Association
Research Officer David McDonald and
myself had discussions with Dr. Karl
James of the AWM with regard to the
refurbished WW2 Gallery , featuring a
reconstruction of the mobile Breda guns
used so effectively by the 8th Battery.
The following article tells the story of the
mobile Bredas in words and pictures.
The 3rd Australian Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, AIF, arrived in the Middle
East at the end of January 1941. The
gunners had little time to acclimatise
before the men from 8 Battery, eight
officers and 208 men under the
command of Major Philip Stokes, were
sent to the fortress at Tobruk, Libya,
which had been recently captured by
Australian and British troops. The
regiment had not received its full
establishment of British Bofors antiaircraft guns or vehicles, so when the
battery arrived in Tobruk in early
February, it quickly retrained on
captured Italian Breda Model 35 20 mm
guns and used a variety of captured
Italian and British vehicles when it
moved forward to Bengahzi .
During March detachments from the
battery were distributed along the
Libyan coast, at Derna, Barace and
Bengahzi, and its strength increased
from four, to six, to fourteen Breda
guns.
This number eventually increased to
eighteen guns during the siege. With

The Bredas were normally transported
between positions by lorry and the
guns dug-in into prepared gun pits.
8 Battery was credited with shooting
down 14 enemy aircraft during the
siege. One of its gunners, Bdr. JL Courtney, was awarded the Military Medal.

A gun detachment from the 3rd Light AntiAircraft Regiment in action with an Italian
Breda Model 35 20 mm gun, mounted on a
Chevrolet 2 ton truck, Tobruk, Libya, 6
September 1941. 020582
German forces in Libya, however, the
battery participated in the general
withdrawal of Commonwealth forces to
Tobruk, colloquially known as the
“Benghazi Handicap”, in April. The
battery remained in Tobruk until
September when it was evacuated by
sea.
Much of the battery’s work in Tobruk
involved
providing
anti-aircraft
protection to artillery field regiments,
so the battery needed its Bredas to be
mobile. The battery first mounted
Bredas on vehicles during the
withdrawal from Benghazi. A gun each
was mounted on four Italian Fiat trucks
so that they were capable of firing from
the trays of the vehicles. The battery
continued to mount a small number of
its guns on vehicles in Tobruk, although
this was an exception. The combination
was “dangerous for the men working
the gun on the tray, remembers Gunner
Ron Bryant, “and they stood out like a
shag on a rock”.

Because of their comic and at times
motley appearance, the battery became known as “Stokes’s Travelling
Circus”. Consequently the unit marking
(STC in a triangle) often with a silhouette of a dancing girl on horseback was
painted on the door of the battery’s
vehicles.
The battery was visited by the army’s
Military History and Information Section’s Warrant Officer Tom Fisher and
Ronald Monro, who took a series of
photographs and film footage showing
Sergeant Roy Richard’s Breda in action
while mounted on a lorry, and then
getting the gun into action on the
ground.
The lorry was camouflaged in the AIF’s
sand stone colour paint and had the
appropriate formation and AIF vehicle
markings. The Breda was mounted on
the centre of the tray while the tray
itself was kept free of obstructions.
Ammunition for the Breda was kept in
the two boxes tied down on the tray.
The Breda was not mounted on its carriage, resting as flat as possible on the
tray. It must have been manhandled
into position. The Australian gunners
also removed the gun sights, instead
preferring the simple “hose-pipe”
method of using bright tracers to
“hose” up shells at enemy aircraft.

At left are photographs of the ‘Mobile
Breda’ display on view at the Australian
War Memorial, which was opened for
public viewing in September 2010.

Right: From the left, Bombadier Courtney, Lieut. RV Harry and Major Phil Stokes
inspect a Breda gun.
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Undercover POW

By Daniel McGlinchey, Assistant Curator, Military Heraldry and
Technology, Australian War Memorial

Editor’s note: The following article is reprinted with the kind
permission of the author, Daniel McGlinchey. Assistant Curator,
Military Heraldry and Technology, AWM.
Association Research Officer, David McDonald alerted me to
this article and Daniel’s blog, which may be viewed at the
following address:
www.awm.gov.au/blog/2010/09/03/undercover-pow/
#comments
As a curator cataloguing
objects in the Memorial’s
collections, I had the chance
to research the story of
Sergeant Rolstyn Nicholas
Tonkin. Imprisoned during
the Second World War, he
risked severe punishment to
provide Allied intelligence.
Tonkin was born in Bendigo,
Victoria and was twenty
seven when he enlisted in
the second AIF on the 25
July 1940. He joined the 7th
Battery 2/3rd Light Anti Aircraft (LAA) Regiment and
left Australia aboard HMT
Mauretania on 29 December
1940. Tonkin arrived in
Palestine on 31 January 1941
and the following day the
unit moved by train and bus
to Khassa Camp north of
Gaza.
On 6 April the Germans
launched Operation Marita,
the invasion of Greece and
the Allied situation there
quickly become serious.
Tonkin’s unit was due to join
Lustre Force in Greece but
because of the rapid
German
advance,
7th
Battery was ordered to

Crete to take-over defence
of the islands air bases.
Arriving at Suda Bay on 24
April 1941, Tonkin was
confronted with the large
number of troops that had
been evacuated to Crete
following
the
Allied
withdrawal from Greece.
Over the next few days
thousands more would
arrive. Tonkin assisted by
distributing
food
and
water, and working on the
wharf
under
constant
bombing
from
the
Luftwaffe.
In early May 1941 Tonkin’s
unit, along with a rifle
company of the 22nd New
Zealand Battalion (NZ Btn),
was tasked with defending
the airfield at Maleme using
Bofors anti-aircraft guns.
They had no practical or
operational experience with
the
Bofors
predictor
equipment
(target
computer) nor had they ever
fired the Bofors anti-aircraft
gun until practically on the
eve of battle. [1]
As the Germans gave them

The crew of a 40mm Bofors anti aircraft gun awaiting the next
German aerial attack from a position overlooking Suda Bay,
Crete. P02053.013
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Maleme, Crete. 1941-05-18. Members of 'A' Troop, 7th Battery,
2nd / 3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, with a 40mm Bofors
Gun on the north side of Maleme Airfield. P01495.002
no respite in aerial attacks
the gunners learnt on the
job. With the Australian’s
black sense of humour these
attacks became known as
the ‘daily strafe’.[2]
On the morning of 20 May
the gunners noticed more
enemy planes than usual. In
a short time around seventy
five German gliders had
landed along with parachute
troops around the airfield.
By the middle of the
afternoon the Germans
overpowered them, and
small groups of gunners
were trying to make their
escape back to the main
lines of the 22nd NZ Btn.
Tonkin was with A Troop
Headquarters and was cut
off and surrounded by
Germans. The order was
given to withdraw up a
neighbouring valley through
the Germans to meet up
with allied lines. In the
attempt to breakout Tonkin
was captured by the
Germans. He was put to
work by his captors,
unloading planes, carrying
ammunition and supplies
and loading German
wounded back on the flights
out. He was also forced to
fill in craters and move
wrecked planes off the
runway, and did as much as
possible to ‘disrupt the

movement of [German]
planes.’[3]
Tonkin was moved to Stalag
XIII C prisoner of war camp
near the town of
Hammelburg on 18 August
1941. The camp held over
30, 000 prisoners including
approximately 1,000
Australians. Tonkin worked
in the Kartei (an office that
maintained the index card
system that tracked the
camps prisoners) as a clerk
looking after the records of
the British Commonwealth
troops.
During his time in Stalag XIII
C Tonkin met Padre Captain
John King who had been
captured at Dunkirk. King
was tasked with gathering
intelligence around
Hammelburg. Padres were
considered non-combatants
or protected personnel and
were allowed to travel
around Germany unescorted
during their time as
prisoners to minister to
Australian POWs. King
recruited Tonkin alongside
Acting Bombardier Law
Rolling who worked in the
camp post office, a useful
position, which allowed him
to intercept letters and
parcels.
Tonkin spent over three
years in Stalag XIII C passing
information back to military
intelligence in England that
could be used in the
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1940 until disbandment on
14th July, 1943, and the subsequent service of 7th Battery, 8th Battery, and 9th
Battery, until the end of
World War II. 2/3rd Australian Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Association, Victoria, 1987)

[2]Gavin Long, Australia in

Crete, 1941-05-20. German paratroops, part of the German airborne
invasion of Crete, parachuting onto the village of Suda. 134876
bombing campaign against
Germany. Messages were sent
via letters written in a special
code and reported on German
military and industrial sites
around Hammelberg. This
included the ball bearing
factories at Schweinfurt which
were targeted because bearings
were
essential
in
the
manufacture of tanks, planes
and vehicles. The destruction of
the factories was seen as vital in
the endeavour to hamper
German industry and its war
effort.
By early 1944 Tonkin was
transferred to work at the POW
hospital at Ebelsbach, east of
Schweinfurt, as a liaison officer,
smoothing relations between
the Germans and
Commonwealth troops. Gaining
the trust of the German
authorities Tonkin was allowed
to travel alone within 5
kilometres of the hospital,
which helped in his intelligence
gathering. One of his duties at
the hospital was to collect
distilled water from a Tiger tank
depot in Schweinfurt. Tonkin
reported information about the
depot to London and it was
targeted in a subsequent raid.
During trips into Schweinfurt in
April and July 1944, Tonkin was
caught in bombing raids. Both
times he and his escort were
forced into a shelter where
German civilians noticed
Tonkin’s British battle dress and
became agitated. Deciding
discretion was the better part of
valour, he waited outside during
the raid whilst his German
escort stayed in the shelter. By
September 1944, the Allies had
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gained air superiority and
aircraft gathered intelligence,
so the nature of Tonkin’s work
changed. Propaganda
messages such as ‘surrender’
were to be painted on walls and
there were instructions on how
to keep POW’s off the roads so
as not to obstruct the Allied
armies.
In late September after an
altercation with a Gestapo
captain at Ebelsbach railway
station, Tonkin was cautioned
by the hospital commandant
and sent back to Stalag XIII C.
When the prison camp was
liberated by the 47th United
States Tank Battalion on 6
April 1945 , the guards had
already left. Tonkin and several
others departed two days later
and by hitch hiking and flying
with the US and Canadian air
forces they arrived on 11 April
in London.
Tonkin travelled back to
Australia arriving in Sydney in
June and was discharged the
following month. In February
1946 Tonkin was Mentioned in
Despatches in recognition of
his gallant and distinguished
services in the field.

the War of 1939-45 Army;
Greece, Crete and Syria.
(Canberra, Australian War
Memorial, 1953) p221.
[3] C. J. E Rae, A.L Harris,
and R. K Bryant, On target :
the story of the 2/3rd Australian Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, p 79
Further Reading
Greville, Howard. Prison
Camp Spies: Intelligence
Gathering Behind the Wire.
(Loftus, NSW, Australian Military History Publications, 1998).
Long , Gavin. Australia in the
War of 1939-45 Army;
Greece, Crete and Syria.
(Canberra, Australian War
Memorial, 1953).
Rae, C. J. E, Harris, A. L. and
Bryant, R. K. On Target,
2/3rd Australian Light AntiAircraft Regiment Association, (Victoria, 1987).
Tonkin, Rolstyn Nicholas.
AWM PR03241.
Tonkin, Rolstyn Nicholas.
NAA B883, VX37081.

Thessaly, Greece, 1941-05.
Larissa Aerodrome. German
Parachute troops embarking
on a troop carrying “Junkers”
aircraft for Crete. P00149.003
Editor’s Note: Roly Tonkin’s
niece, Jill Sparks, had placed
an entry on the blog—in his
blog, Association Research
Officer has invited Jill to
become a member of the
Association.
The
Association
acknowledges
the
achievements
of
the
Australian War Memorial,
including its outstanding
WWII Gallery featuring the
Regiment’s
8th
Battery
activities at Tobruk in 1941.
The gallery includes an
original Chevrolet lorry and
Breda
anti-aircraft
gun
combination used by the
Australians during the siege
of Tobruk. (See page 13).

Tonkin was one of many Allied
POW’s who worked in small
groups to gather intelligence
against the Germans. If caught,
they risked severe punishment
or even death but were still
determined to do their bit
against Nazi Germany.
[1] C. J. E Rae, A.L Harris, and
R. K Bryant, On target : the
story of the 2/3rd Australian
Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
from formation on 18th July,

Group portrait of Australian Prisoners of War at Stalag XIIIc in
Hammelburg am Main, Germany. Roly Tonkin is standing far left
and Law Rolling is standing third from right P03510.004
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Candid Camera At The 2010 AGM and 2010 ANZAC Day March

Foster Crooke, son of JD Crooke (9) in conversation with Ann
Bragg, Association Treasurer and daughter of Jim Paton (9)

Former Presidents Cec Rae and Ron Bryant—recalling old times
or wondering where the new Committee is taking them?

Across a crowded room.

A wide view of those attending the 2010 Reunion. The PowerPoint presentation is clearly visible in the background.

Alan Rundle (rear) and John Hepworth are ready to ride!
After the 2010 March—2nd / 3rd Group under the Banner.

Before the 2010 March—2nd/3rd group at ease, including
Frank Hands, Graeme Heddle, John Campbell and Griff Loughnan
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Support The Petition For A Greece / Crete Campaign Medal
Recently, the Commonwealth Government reversed its longheld policy of not making changes, retrospectively, to the
medals and decorations awarded for service prior to 1975.
This has opened the way for it to consider awarding a medal
for the WW2 Greece/Crete campaign.
A recently published book, Diggers and Greeks, by Dr Maria
Hill, tells the story of the Australian involvement in the
battles for Greece and Crete. At the book's web site is a
petition calling on the Commonwealth Government to create
a WW2 medal for the Greece/Crete Campaign. The address is:
http://www.mariahill.com.au/diggersandgreeks/petition.
The petition is also accessible via our web site under ‘News &
Events’
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