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"ON TARGET" 

The 2/3rd Australian 
Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment 

Successes achieved by German dive-bombers and 
low-flying straf ing aircraft early in W.W.II created an 
urgent demand for light anti-aircraft arti l lery to 
combat the menace. 

The 7th 8th. and 9th Batteries of the 2/3rd Aus-
tralian Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment established in 
1940 were the first such unit in the A.I.P. 

The Regiment, in action, rarely funct ioned as a 
unit but rather in Batteries with Troops scattered 
and individual guns of ten al lotted separate roles act-
ing independently. Its members, however, par-
ticipated in operat ions in the Western Desert, 
Tobruk, Crete. Syria. Australia, New Guinea, the 
Islands and North-West Borneo. 

In Crete. 7th Batteiy contr ibuted to the massive 
losses which nearly cost the Germans their first 
defeat on land and casualt ies in that campaign 
exceeding in twelve days the total lost in all their 
actions in the war up to that time. 

Using captured Italian equipment, because their 
own promised Bofors guns were not available, 8th 
Batteiy participated in the Siege of Tobruk he lp ing to 
thwart Rommel 's plans and earning the right to 
share the proud title "Rats of Tobruk". 

Operat ing as a mobi le force, the 9th Battery 
operated in support of British artillery, infantry and 
R.A.F. units in the Western Desert be fore mov ing to 
Syria. Fol lowing their return to Austral ia a f ter Japan 
entered the war, they provided L.A.A. de fence at 
Milne B a y Port Moresby and Lae. In the subsequent 
Island campaign, they were present at the surrender 
of the Japanese in Borneo. 

For the benef i t of the members of the Reg iment 
and the general reader, this book tells of the 
experiences of these men, o f ten using inadequate 
equipment, of their recol lect ions of those years, and 
acknowledges the debt so many of them owe to 
the Navy. 
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Paratroop J u 52 shot down over Heraklion, Crete, 2 0 t h May, 1940. 
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